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Light of the World
By Bishop Steven Biegler

The recent crisis has eroded 
people’s trust in bishops.  Over the 
past months, I attended Listening 
Sessions in Cheyenne, Casper, 
Jackson and Rock Springs so that I 
might hear people’s concerns and 
respond to questions about clergy 
sexual abuse.  During one of the 
meetings, someone asked “How do 
we know that we can trust you?”  
A prevailing aspect of the crisis is a 
breakdown in trust.

People have many questions about 
transparency and accountability.  
Locally, they want to know if our 
diocese has responded appropriately 
to allegations of sexual misconduct.  
In 2002, the Diocese of Cheyenne 
hired an independent firm to review 
all the files and to identify all clergy 
with credible allegations.  At that 
time, it was verified that no priest 
with a substantiated allegation of 
sexual abuse of a minor was serving 
in public ministry in any way in the 
Diocese of Cheyenne.

Even though the files were reviewed 
in 2002, we decided to do a complete 
file review now, since we are in the 
midst of evolving standards of care. 
The Diocese should have a current 
master list so it can be confident that 
it has applied the current standards to 

all living credibly accused offenders – 
and especially the standards of zero 
tolerance – in all situations.

An independent law firm is 
currently in the process of reviewing 
the files of all priests and bishops 
in active ministry in the Diocese of 
Cheyenne from 1950 to the present.  
The files are being reviewed not 
only for credible allegations, but also 
how the allegations were addressed 
by bishops or church officials.  The 
bishops who served in Wyoming 
since 1950 include Bishops Patrick 
McGovern (1912-1951), Hubert 
Newell (1947-1978), Joseph Hart 
(1976-2001), David Ricken (2000-
2008) and Paul Etienne (2009-2016).

People have asked about a list 
of clergy who abused.  They want 
to know how many credible 
allegations have been made since 
1950, if priests have been removed 
from the priesthood, or if bishops 
responded to allegations properly.  
We will obtain a comprehensive 
understanding of these issues after 
the file review has been completed.  
At this time, I do not know the 
answer to such questions, and it is 
imperative that we communicate 
accurate information.

How much will this cost?  The 
Diocese of Cheyenne paid a 

settlement last spring, and we 
have incurred significant legal fees 
because of the cases with Fr. Gormly 
and Bishop Hart.  These costs are 
shown under the line item “legal 
costs” in the annual income and 
expense report in this issue of the 
Register, and in that section of the 
paper there is an explanation of these 
legal costs.  At this point, we are not 
aware of any additional pending civil 
litigation.  However, the file review 
was not budgeted, so that will be an 
additional expense for the diocese.

As the Church looks to the future, 
the most important thing is to 
have clarity of vision.  That means 
to clearly define the crisis and its 
root causes so that action steps will 
support long-term systemic changes.  
This is the only way to healing and 
renewal.

With that goal in mind, in late 
October I attended a meeting in 
Minneapolis, MN with Catholic 
lay leaders, bishops, priests and a 
religious sister.  The participants 
described a twin crisis: the sexual 
abuse of children and adults and 
the bishops’ leadership failures. The 
two are interrelated because the 
sexual abuse crisis resulted from a 
set of leadership and management 
practices that failed to respond to 

sexual abuse, then covered up the 
abuse. This twin crisis has led to 
distrust in episcopal leadership.

Clericalism is one of the root 
causes of the leadership failure.  
The bishops fostered a ‘toxic 
brotherhood’ which caused them 
to overlook questionable behavior, 
ignore rumors of problems, believe 
clerical denials and seek to preserve 
a cleric’s ability to minister.  At times, 
they acted to protect the reputation 
of the Church and clergy, while 
they shunned the victims-survivors 
of sexual abuse and their families.  
And they failed to listen to the voices 
of the laity who spoke up about 
sexual abuse and the mishandling of 
allegations.

These prejudicial attitudes are 
prevalent in the Church and society.  
Based on recent experience of 
meeting with survivors and family 
members, I am more and more 
aware of a culture which historically 
has protected those in power and 
shunned those who were abused.  
Whether in meetings or letters, 
people describe similar experiences 
with the Catholic Church, other 
Christian communities, law 
enforcement, schools, etc.  Instead 
of reacting to abuse like the rest of 
society, the Church must be the Light 
of Christ shining in the world.

In conjunction with clericalism, 
Church leaders ignored the input of 
the laity and bishops acted within an 
institutional isolation.  To address 
these spiritual maladies, the group 
of lay, religious and clergy who 
met in Minneapolis proposed that 
the bishops make the following 
commitments, which I strongly 
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support:
•	 To	put	survivors	at	the	center	of	
our	care	and	concern; to meet with 
and listen to survivors; to include 
them centrally in all deliberations 
and plans to move forward to 
ensure all children and adults find 
a safe environment in the Church; 
and to ensure justice for survivors. 
Pastoral care and healing must be 
the first focus.

•	 To	 be	 shepherds who seek 
greatness by being a servant and 
a slave of all (Mk. 10:43-44), who 
guard the least as brothers or sisters 
of Jesus (Mt. 25:40) and who bind 
up the injured and strengthen the 
weak (Ez. 34:16).

•	 To	 lead	 with	 a	 spirit	 of	 co-
responsibility by calling forth 
and revering the gifts of the entire 
Body of Christ (cf. 1 Cor. 12:4-7). 
This includes a commitment to 
include laity, especially women, 
in leadership positions wherever 
possible. In addition, since we are 
both teachers and learners, we will 
listen in the spirit of synodality to 
parents and survivors, and to all 
within the local Church.

•	 To	 establish	 an	 independent	
commission	 to	 hold	 bishops	
accountable, comprised of lay 
and ordained experts. With 
their help, to create independent 
structures to allow for allegations 
against bishops to be received and 
investigations to be carried out, 
whether it is a matter of abuse or 
failure to protect children and 

adults.
•	 To	nurture	affective	collegiality	as	
bishops so that our spiritual bond 
of communion makes us more 
aware that what each bishop does 
in his own diocese affects the wider 
church. We will listen attentively to 
and foster healthier relationships 
with our brother bishops and with 
the Bishop of Rome so that unity in 
truth and charity will shine forth.

•	 To	pledge	to	release	of	the	names	
of	 all	 credibly	 accused diocesan 
and religious order priests and 
bishops, as well as to be transparent 
about the concomitant financial 
costs.  Also, to establish a national 
registry of all priests who are in 
good-standing in a database and 
ensure it is monitored and updated.
I am writing this article one week 

prior to the USCCB meeting in 
Baltimore (November 12-15) where 
the bishops will address the current 
crisis.  The above recommendations 
have been sent to the USCCB leaders 
for their consideration, together with 
longer term responses.  These include 
that the bishops would work with lay 
professionals to develop a plan for 
action involving immediate, mid-
term and long-term goals toward a 
comprehensive, systemic, cultural 
transformation in management 
and governance of the Church in 
the U.S.  This plan is predicated 
on five principles: transparency, 
accountability, competency, justice, 
and trust.

Meanwhile, the Administrative 

Committee of the USCCB has 
met several times over the last few 
months so that they might formulate 
proposals for approval.  Those 
initiatives include a series of actions 
to strengthen bishop’s accountability, 
as our highest priority.  Third-
party reporting systems are being 
developed to ensure thorough and 
impartial methods of reporting sexual 
abuse or misconduct allegations or 
their mishandling.

The general assembly of bishops 
will consider the following steps 
as a beginning: (1) Standards	 of	
Episcopal	Conduct designed to set 
specific benchmarks for bishops 
regarding their own conduct, as 
well as their handling of allegations 
of sexual abuse or misconduct 
by others; (2) A Special	 Lay	
Commission of independent law 
enforcement, investigative, and 
social service experts to pursue 
allegations of sexual abuse against 
bishops or their handling of such 
cases; (3) Protocols	 for	 bishops	
removed or resigned from office due 
to allegations of sexual abuse or their 
mishandling of such cases.  These 
steps are closely aligned with the 
proposal formulated by the group 
who met in Minneapolis.

Finally, I have decided to establish 
the ‘Shalom Fund,’ which will be 
used to pay for the therapy of anyone 
who has been sexually abused.  
Beginning in 2018 and continuing 
for five years, I will contribute one 
month’s salary each year to this 

fund as a gesture of solidarity with 
survivors and as a commitment to 
bind up the injured and strengthen 
the weak (Ez. 34:16). If you would 
like to join this effort, you may send 
contributions to the Wyoming 
Catholic Ministries Foundation 
and indicate that your gift is for the 
‘Shalom Fund.’  For questions about 
donations, contact Matthew Potter, 
Executive Director of the Foundation 
at mpotter@wycmf.org or 
307-275-0372.

‘Shalom’ is the Hebrew word for 
peace.  It means that all is well in one’s 
life – that he or she enjoys physical, 
emotional and psychological well-
being; their family is intact; they have 
proper sustenance for the future; and 
the world around them is tranquil.  
To wish someone shalom is to say, 
“may you have total well-being.”  
This is how the Risen Christ greets 
his disciples: “Peace (shalom) be with 
you.”

In this moment, we must do 
more than fix the horrific problem 
of sexual abuse.  We are called to 
bring shalom to the survivors and 
their family members.  In addition 
to the Shalom Fund, the Diocese of 
Cheyenne will begin an initiative of 
healing for all who have experienced 
sexual abuse in society.  Please pray 
for the guidance of the Holy Spirit 
as we seek to bring wholeness to all 
who have been harmed by sexual 
abuse in the Church and in society.  
Pray that the Church will shine as 
the Light of the world.

Settlement and Legal Fees
In the annual financial report, 

there is a line item for legal 
costs of $698,367 (cf.1730-legal 
costs, at right).  This includes 
the expenses for a settlement of 
one sexual abuse case and legal 
fees for two different cases.  The 
settlement was $500,000 for five 
plaintiffs who brought allegations 
of sexual abuse against Fr. Charles 
Gormly.  A native of Ireland, he 
was ordained in 1935 for the 
Diocese of Cheyenne, and he left 
the Diocese in 1944.  However, he 
later ministered in the Diocese of 
Duluth where the sexual abuse 
occurred in 1960-1961.

The Diocese of Cheyenne was 
held liable by the court because he 

was an incardinated priest of this 
diocese during his lifetime; thus, 
the judge assigned a portion of 
the responsibility to our diocese.  
This case was not covered by 
insurance.  However, Catholic 
Mutual Group sent the Diocese 
of Cheyenne a relief payment 
of $100,000 to assist us with the 
costs incurred.

Last year, we incurred 
$87,871.12 in legal fees with the 
Gormly case and $110,495.78 in 
the case with Bishop Hart.  In the 
current fiscal year, we will have 
additional legal fees in the case 
with Bishop Hart.  In addition to 
the above costs, the Diocese paid 
legal fees of $65,451.99 for the 

Gormly case from 2015 to 2017.  
Since that case was settled in 
March 2018, we do not anticipate 
more legal costs related to it.

In addition, we are helping to 
pay the costs related to therapy for 
one victim.  Although Catholic 

Mutual Group does not provide 
insurance coverage for such costs, 
they have agreed to provide a 
relief payment to the Diocese 
to help cover a portion of these 
expenses.

YTD Budget YTD Revenue YTD Expense Net Rev\Loss Variance

1000 - GENERAL ($97,710) $273,859 $257,752 $16,107 ($81,603)
1003 - BUILDING WIP 2020 CAPITAL $0 $0 $62,417 ($62,417) ($62,417)
1005 - BISHOP - DISCRETIONARY $0 $81,744 $3,290 $78,454 $78,454
1010 - BISHOP $155,499 $270 $143,247 ($142,977) $12,522
1020 - RETIRED BISHOP $22,760 $0 $17,163 ($17,163) $5,597
1025 - RETIRED PRIESTS $0 $76,572 $38,200 $38,373 $38,373
1030 - FINANCE $314,683 $18,242 $323,499 ($305,258) $9,425
1031 - HUMAN RESOURCES $72,804 $500 $73,807 ($73,307) ($503)
1032 - EMPLOYEE HEALTH BENEFITS ($76,600) $3,576,927 $3,491,717 $85,211 $8,611
1035 - PART SELF INSURED PROP & LIAB ($19,241) $177,401 $283,673 ($106,272) ($125,513)
1040 - CHANCELLOR $140,143 $0 $98,545 ($98,545) $41,598
1045 - VICAR GENERAL $9,206 $0 $8,678 ($8,678) $528
1050 - INVESTMENTS ($87,482) $79,768 $22,289 $57,478 ($30,004)
1060 - CUSTODIAL $0 $0 $0 $0 $0
1065 - CATHOLIC EXTENSION SOCIETY $0 $14,210 $5,925 $8,285 $8,285
1070 - CATHOLIC HOME MISSIONS $0 $7,100 $0 $7,100 $7,100
1072 - CAMPAIGN FOR HUMAN DEVEL $0 $1,445 $0 $1,445 $1,445
1073 - OPERATION RICE BOWL $0 $355 $0 $355 $355
1075 - BLACK & INDIAN $0 $0 $0 $0 $0
1200 - CHEYENNE OFFICE $55,074 $45,000 $19,212 $25,788 $80,862
1210 - BISHOP'S RESIDENCE $35,000 $0 $11,522 ($11,522) $23,478
1230 - RETIRED BISHOP'S RESIDENCE $23,148 $606 $22,575 ($21,969) $1,179
1500 - DEVELOPMENT $155,676 $62,418 $217,093 ($154,675) $1,001
1510 - LIVING & GIVING IN CHRIST ($2,208,404) $2,391,018 $38,629 $2,352,389 $143,985
1605 - SOCIAL JUSTICE $0 $0 $0 $0 $0
1609 - LEGISLATIVE LIASON $134,774 $0 $120,984 ($120,984) $13,790
1610 - WYOMING CATHOLIC REGISTER $19,700 $100 $21,611 ($21,511) ($1,811)
1615 - CHARITABLE CONTRIBUTIONS $210,500 $0 $186,204 ($186,204) $24,296
1620 - VOCATIONS OFFICE $67,624 $640 $61,688 ($61,048) $6,576
1621 - DIACONATE FORMATION $19,729 $18,863 $89,006 ($70,142) ($50,413)
1631 - OFFICE OF WORSHIP $6,496 $2,180 $6,624 ($4,444) $2,052
1635 - CATHOLIC SCHOOLS $3,950 $0 $678 ($678) $3,272
1645 - PASTORAL MINISTRIES $194,662 $109,160 $241,506 ($132,346) $62,316
1660 - TRIBUNAL $191,381 $200 $151,861 ($151,661) $39,720
1670 - SEMINARIAN EDUCATION $0 $250,487 $208,066 $42,422 $42,422
1700 - CLERGY SUPPORT $205,360 $80,151 $248,215 ($168,063) $37,297
1702 - VICAR FOR RETIRED CLERGY $0 $0 $0 $0 $0
1710 - CAMPUS MINISTRY $50,000 $0 $50,000 ($50,000) $0
1715 - HISPANIC MINISTRY $40,420 $4,750 $27,604 ($22,854) $17,566
1720	‐	INSTITUTES: $0
				Diaconate	‐	Other		(2455) $0 $0 $0 $0 $0
				Red	Mass/White	Mass		(3255) $0 $0 $0 $0 $0
				Deacon	Retreat		(3330) $17,045 $0 $4,462 ($4,462) $12,583
				Newly	Ordained	Mentoring		(3340) $1,750 $0 $0 $0 $1,750
				January	Institute			(3400) $5,700 $0 $2,905 ($2,905) $2,795
				September	Institute			(3410) $5,700 $18,350 $19,828 ($1,478) $4,222
				Pastoral	Council		(3450) $500 $0 $0 $0 $500
				Presbyteral	Council		(3500) $300 $0 $0 $0 $300
				Chrism	Mass	(3505) $5,000 $0 $3,379 ($3,379) $1,621
1725 - SUPPORT $100,230 $0 $100,000 ($100,000) $230
1730 - LEGAL COSTS $0 $100,000 $698,367 ($598,367) ($598,367)

			TOTALS $224,623 $7,392,318 $7,382,223 $10,095 ($214,528)

2017	‐	2018

Annual Financial Report
Diocese of Cheyenne - July 1, 2017 to June 30 2018
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Settlement and Legal Fees
Mutual Group does not provide 
insurance coverage for such costs, 
they have agreed to provide a 
relief payment to the Diocese 
to help cover a portion of these 
expenses.

YTD Budget YTD Revenue YTD Expense Net Rev\Loss Variance

1000 - GENERAL ($97,710) $273,859 $257,752 $16,107 ($81,603)
1003 - BUILDING WIP 2020 CAPITAL $0 $0 $62,417 ($62,417) ($62,417)
1005 - BISHOP - DISCRETIONARY $0 $81,744 $3,290 $78,454 $78,454
1010 - BISHOP $155,499 $270 $143,247 ($142,977) $12,522
1020 - RETIRED BISHOP $22,760 $0 $17,163 ($17,163) $5,597
1025 - RETIRED PRIESTS $0 $76,572 $38,200 $38,373 $38,373
1030 - FINANCE $314,683 $18,242 $323,499 ($305,258) $9,425
1031 - HUMAN RESOURCES $72,804 $500 $73,807 ($73,307) ($503)
1032 - EMPLOYEE HEALTH BENEFITS ($76,600) $3,576,927 $3,491,717 $85,211 $8,611
1035 - PART SELF INSURED PROP & LIAB ($19,241) $177,401 $283,673 ($106,272) ($125,513)
1040 - CHANCELLOR $140,143 $0 $98,545 ($98,545) $41,598
1045 - VICAR GENERAL $9,206 $0 $8,678 ($8,678) $528
1050 - INVESTMENTS ($87,482) $79,768 $22,289 $57,478 ($30,004)
1060 - CUSTODIAL $0 $0 $0 $0 $0
1065 - CATHOLIC EXTENSION SOCIETY $0 $14,210 $5,925 $8,285 $8,285
1070 - CATHOLIC HOME MISSIONS $0 $7,100 $0 $7,100 $7,100
1072 - CAMPAIGN FOR HUMAN DEVEL $0 $1,445 $0 $1,445 $1,445
1073 - OPERATION RICE BOWL $0 $355 $0 $355 $355
1075 - BLACK & INDIAN $0 $0 $0 $0 $0
1200 - CHEYENNE OFFICE $55,074 $45,000 $19,212 $25,788 $80,862
1210 - BISHOP'S RESIDENCE $35,000 $0 $11,522 ($11,522) $23,478
1230 - RETIRED BISHOP'S RESIDENCE $23,148 $606 $22,575 ($21,969) $1,179
1500 - DEVELOPMENT $155,676 $62,418 $217,093 ($154,675) $1,001
1510 - LIVING & GIVING IN CHRIST ($2,208,404) $2,391,018 $38,629 $2,352,389 $143,985
1605 - SOCIAL JUSTICE $0 $0 $0 $0 $0
1609 - LEGISLATIVE LIASON $134,774 $0 $120,984 ($120,984) $13,790
1610 - WYOMING CATHOLIC REGISTER $19,700 $100 $21,611 ($21,511) ($1,811)
1615 - CHARITABLE CONTRIBUTIONS $210,500 $0 $186,204 ($186,204) $24,296
1620 - VOCATIONS OFFICE $67,624 $640 $61,688 ($61,048) $6,576
1621 - DIACONATE FORMATION $19,729 $18,863 $89,006 ($70,142) ($50,413)
1631 - OFFICE OF WORSHIP $6,496 $2,180 $6,624 ($4,444) $2,052
1635 - CATHOLIC SCHOOLS $3,950 $0 $678 ($678) $3,272
1645 - PASTORAL MINISTRIES $194,662 $109,160 $241,506 ($132,346) $62,316
1660 - TRIBUNAL $191,381 $200 $151,861 ($151,661) $39,720
1670 - SEMINARIAN EDUCATION $0 $250,487 $208,066 $42,422 $42,422
1700 - CLERGY SUPPORT $205,360 $80,151 $248,215 ($168,063) $37,297
1702 - VICAR FOR RETIRED CLERGY $0 $0 $0 $0 $0
1710 - CAMPUS MINISTRY $50,000 $0 $50,000 ($50,000) $0
1715 - HISPANIC MINISTRY $40,420 $4,750 $27,604 ($22,854) $17,566
1720	‐	INSTITUTES: $0
				Diaconate	‐	Other		(2455) $0 $0 $0 $0 $0
				Red	Mass/White	Mass		(3255) $0 $0 $0 $0 $0
				Deacon	Retreat		(3330) $17,045 $0 $4,462 ($4,462) $12,583
				Newly	Ordained	Mentoring		(3340) $1,750 $0 $0 $0 $1,750
				January	Institute			(3400) $5,700 $0 $2,905 ($2,905) $2,795
				September	Institute			(3410) $5,700 $18,350 $19,828 ($1,478) $4,222
				Pastoral	Council		(3450) $500 $0 $0 $0 $500
				Presbyteral	Council		(3500) $300 $0 $0 $0 $300
				Chrism	Mass	(3505) $5,000 $0 $3,379 ($3,379) $1,621
1725 - SUPPORT $100,230 $0 $100,000 ($100,000) $230
1730 - LEGAL COSTS $0 $100,000 $698,367 ($598,367) ($598,367)

			TOTALS $224,623 $7,392,318 $7,382,223 $10,095 ($214,528)

2017	‐	2018

Annual Financial Report
Diocese of Cheyenne - July 1, 2017 to June 30 2018
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Bishop Holds Listening Sessions
By: Matthew Potter, Director of 
Stewardship & Development

Over the last few months, Bishop 
Steven held several listening sessions 
at various parishes in our diocese.  
The purpose of the sessions was for 
Bishop Steven to listen to the faithful, 
especially those with anger, worries, 
fears and frustration about things 
happening both in the Diocese of 
Cheyenne and elsewhere in the 
United States. Bishop Steven listened 
attentively and offered insight.   He 
offered prayers for the victims, and 
asked for prayers for the Church.

The conversations were difficult, 
but fruitful.  Parishioners were able 

to get their questions answered with 
pastoral compassion for the victims.

Please see the document Creating 
a Safe Environment in the Diocese 
of Cheyenne/Initiatives and Actions 
Implemented by the Diocese of 
Cheyenne since 2002 as seen with 
this article. These documents are 
also available at our website by 
clicking on the Safe Environment 
button on the homepage,  
www.dioceseofcheyenne.org.

If you suspect abuse of a minor, 
your first call should be to law 
enforcement or the Department of 
Family Services.

If you or someone you know has 

been the victim of sexual abuse 
by a member of the clergy, or an 
employee or volunteer of a parish or 
the Diocese of Cheyenne, and would 
like to report or discuss this, please 
contact Patti Loehrer, Chancellor 
of the Diocese of Cheyenne, at 
307.638.1530, extension 105, or 
at ploehrer@dioceseofcheyenne.
org. Please understand that the 
Diocese of Cheyenne is bound by 
civil and canon law to report sexual 
abuse of a minor to civil authorities. 
Anyone who believes that they have 
been sexually abused is strongly 
encouraged to report as well.

•	 No cleric with a substantiated allegation of sexual abuse of a minor serves 
in public ministry, in any way,in the Diocese of Cheyenne.

•	 All diocesan personnel and volunteers are bound by the mandatory 
reporting laws of the State of Cheyenne. Wyoming state law (statues 14-3-
205 &35-20-103) mandates that any person who suspects child/vulnerable 
adult abuse, neglect or exploitation is required to report.

•	 The Diocese of Cheyenne has a Zero-tolerance policy. No cleric can serve 
in public ministry, in any capacity,if there is reasonable cause to believe that 
he has sexually abused a minor at any time.

•	 No cleric with a credible allegation of sexual abuse will be transferred to 
any other ministerial assignment,here or elsewhere.

•	 The Diocesan Review Board reviews the investigation results of sexual 
abuse allegations. The Board makes recommendations to the Bishop on 
appropriate action in regard to allegations and reviews related diocesan 
policies.

•	 Criminal background checks are required for all adults, including clergy, 
staff, and volunteers who work with vulnerable adults or have regular 
interaction with minors in a Church setting.

•	 Abuse  awareness  and prevention education is required in the Diocese of 

Cheyenne for all children grades K-12 in schools and religious education 
programs, as well as for employees and volunteers who interact with 
children and vulnerable adults. Each year over 4,000 children receive safe 
environment education.

•	 All employees and volunteers must read and sign Norms for Responding to 
Reports of Sexual Abuse of Minors and Vulnerable Adults and Instructions 
Concerning Interactions with Minors and Vulnerable Adults.

•	 The diocese is audited every year by an outside firm to ensure compliance 
with the USCCB Charter. The diocese has always been found to be in full 
compliance.

•	 In 2018, the diocese partnered with Catholic Mutual Group to create a 
user friendly platform that incorporated adult safe environment education 
needs in one location.

•	 Following a reassessment of the current safe environment education 
program, diocesan leaders became aware of the need to review the current 
safe environment program. After consulting with various others in the 
diocese, including teachers and catechists, the Circle of Grace curriculum 
was purchased for every school and religious education program.

INITIATIVES AND ACTIONS IMPLEMENTED BY THE DIOCESE OF CHEYENNE SINCE 2002

See Contact Info, 5

As a faith-filled people, we respect and value each and every individual, as we are created in the image and likeness of God. The Diocese of Cheyenne is committed 
to creating safe environments, free from all form of abuses where children, young people, parents, adults, parish and school personnel, volunteers, clergy and 
chancery staff will be able to work, live, and play in an environment where healthy and responsible relationships prevail.

Maintaining	Compliance	with	the	Charter
For Children: All children in grades K-12 in Catholic schools and religious 

education programs are required to receive safe environment education. This is 
NOT sex education. Because of the value and dignity of human life, it is important 
that children are taught about personal safety, awareness, and boundaries.

For Adults: the following requirements must be met prior to employment or 
volunteer service for those who interact with minors and/or vulnerable adults:

•	 Safe environment education
•	 State and national background checks, repeated at least every five years
•	 Acknowledge that they have received and read:

•	 Norms for Responding to Reports of Sexual Abuse of Minors and 
Vulnerable Adults

•	 Instructions Concerning Interactions with Minors and Vulnerable Adults

The	Charter	 for	 the	Protection	of	Children	and	Young	
People	(Charter)

The Charter is a comprehensive set of norms established by the United States 
Conference of Catholic Bishops (USCCB) in June 2002 that addresses allegations 
of sexual abuse of minors by Catholic clergy. The Charter also includes guidelines 
for reconciliation, healing, accountability and prevention of future acts of abuse. 
The Charter’s policies and procedures were reviewed and revised in 2011 and 2018.

Article	12
“Dioceses/eparchies are to maintain “safe environment” programs which the 

diocesan/eparchial bishop deems to be in accord with Catholic moral principals. 
They are to be conducted cooperatively with parents, civil authorities, educators, 
and community organizations to provide education and training for minors, 

parents, ministers, employees, volunteers, and others about ways to sustain and 
foster a safe environment for minors. Dioceses/eparchies are to make clear to 
clergy and all members of the community the standards of conduct for clergy and 
other persons with regards to their contact with minors.”

Article	13
The diocesan/eparchial bishop is to evaluate the background of all incardinated 

priests and deacons. Dioceses/eparchies are to evaluate the background of all 
their respective diocesan/eparchial and parish/school or other paid personnel 
and volunteers whose duties include contact with minors. Specifically, they are to 
utilizew the resources of law enforcement and other community agencies. Each 
diocese/eparchy is to determine the application/renewal of background checks 
according to local practice. In addition, they are to employ adequate screening 
and evaluative techniques in deciding the fitness of candidates for ordination.”

CREATING A SAFE ENVIRONMENT IN THE DIOCESE OF CHEYENNE
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Sexual Orientation and Gender Identity Legislation
By: Deacon Mike Leman, Legislative 
Liaison

In the coming session, there will 
likely be another attempt to pass 
a sexual orientation and gender 
identity (SOGI) non-discrimination 
bill. These bills typically seek to 
prohibit discrimination in the 
areas of housing, employment and 
public accommodation. This is a 
challenging subject for Catholics 
because the catechism teaches that 
“Every sign of unjust discrimination 
(toward those with same-sex 
attraction) should be avoided” (CCC 
#2358). However, since these laws 
extend beyond protecting STATUS 
as an LGBTQ-identifying person to 
protecting associative CONDUCT, 
they invite government intrusion 
into individual conscience and 
religious freedom. For example, in 
some states where such bills have 
passed, Catholic adoption agencies 
have been forced to close, and 
litigation has been brought against 
individuals who feel that affirming 
the state’s re-definition of marriage is 
tantamount to sacrilege. So, what are 
we to do?

First, it’s helpful to remember why 
we believe, what we believe about 
marriage.
Our	Theology

I never advise using theological 
explanations for the Church’s 
positions on legislation. However, 
in this particular case, the culture 
(and Catholics within it) have come 
to believe that the only conceivable 
reasons anyone could have for not 
condoning the State’s re-definition 
of marriage is because they are either 
uniformed or malicious. This isn’t 

true. But it is the perception held by 
many.

Our view of human sexuality 
speaks of the very essence of what 
it means to be human, made in the 
image and likeness of a creative God. 
The human body has numerous 
self-contained systems. However, 
there is one system that points the 
individual beyond him or herself; 
the reproductive system. This is a 
visible reminder that no one enjoys 
absolute autonomy.

Our faith in the Holy Trinity 
anchors and informs our 
understanding of marriage. The 
spiritual exchange of love between 
the Father and the Son is so complete 
that that love itself is another person; 
the Holy Spirit.

Likewise, the mutual self-sacrificial 
love exchanged between husband 
and wife is so complete that it can 
become incarnate. Husband and 
wife are brought into God’s creative 
power and in a mysterious way, the 
child contains the image of both. 
Just as marriage points beyond the 
couple toward the future, so does 
our faith point to our hope of the 
Resurrection. What we say about 
marriage says something about what 
it means to be human. And what 
we say about being human, says 
something about who God is.

Moreover, Christ’s sacrifice reveals 
our most complete identity as 
beloved sons and daughters of God 
with inestimable value.

Given our theology, we have a 
responsibility to promote the dignity 
of all persons, including those who 
identify as LGBTQ, and to condemn 
hateful acts of injustice perpetrated 
toward them.

In regard to CONDUCT or 
same-sex acts, paragraph #2357 of 
the catechism says, “They close the 
sexual act to the gift of life. They do 
not proceed from a genuine affective 
and sexual complementarity. Under 
no circumstances can they be 
approved.” Therefore, the decision not 
to affirm expressions or CONDUCT 
associated with asserted LGBTQ 
identities can be seen as a decision in 
accordance with the catechism and 
should not be assumed to be “unjust 
discrimination.”

In paragraph #56 of Amoris 
Laetitia, Pope Francis quotes from 
the 2015 document, Relatio Finalis:

“Yet another challenge is posed 
by the various forms of an ideology 
of gender that ‘denies the difference 
and reciprocity in nature of a man 
and a woman and envisages a society 
without sexual differences, thereby 
eliminating the anthropological basis 
of the family. This	 ideology	 leads	
to	 educational	 programmes	 and	
legislative	enactments	that	promote	
a	personal	identity	and	emotional	
intimacy	radically	separated	from	
the	 biological	 difference	 between	
male	 and	 female. Consequently, 
human identity becomes the choice 
of the individual, one which can also 
change over time.’”

Then in his own words, Pope 
Francis continues:

“It is one thing to be understanding 
of human weakness and the 
complexities of life, and another 
to accept ideologies that attempt 
to sunder [separate] what are 
inseparable aspects of reality. Let 
us not fall into the sin of trying to 
replace the Creator. We are creatures, 
and not omnipotent. Creation is 

prior to us and must be received as a 
gift. At the same time, we are called 
to protect our humanity, and this 
means, in the first place, accepting 
it and respecting it as it was created.”

Pope Francis has shown he is 
very sensitive to the pastoral needs 
of LGBTQ-identifying people. Yet 
he warns of an ideology that is 
not in harmony with reality and 
leads to problematic “educational	
programmes	 and	 legislative	
enactments.”
Advocacy

Below are just a few of the reasons 
why sexual orientation and gender 
identity (SOGI) nondiscrimination 
laws are problematic. They are 
drawn from the experience of states 
which have enacted such laws.

The 1st Amendment states, 
“Congress shall make no law 
respecting an establishment of 
religion, or prohibiting the free 
exercise thereof.” It protects one’s right 
to believe and to express that belief; 
but it also protects one’s right to not 
believe. Marriage was a Sacrament 
and a religious institution well before 
the U.S. Government ever became 

See SOGI, 6

Parish or school personnel with safe  environment questions please contact:
Patti	Loehrer,	Safe	Environment	Coordinator:

 ploehrer@dioceseofcheyenne.Org or 307-638-1530 x105

Tammy	Skala,	Administrator	of	Safe	Environment	Training:
tskala@dioceseofcheyenne.Org or 307-638-1530 x113

•	 General question about Safe Environment
•	 Responsibilities of pastors, principals, DREs, YMs. etc., in coordinating the program
•	 Questions about compliance
•	 Other issues about the safe environment program

Contact Info from 4
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involved in it. Since the Supreme 
Court’s Obergefell decision, same-
sex couples have been free to realize 
their own vision of what constitutes 
a marriage. That said, the legislature 
should not consider making that 
particular vision the “established” 
view to which all people, believers 
and non-believers, must give assent.

For the government to limit 
religious expression, it must show 
that it has a compelling interest to do 
so and it must use the least restrictive 
means possible. Defending the 
country is one of the most important 
duties of government. However, if 
someone conscientiously objects to 
war, the government will not force 
that person to fight. If it allows for 
conscientious objection with an 
interest as important as defending 
the country, it should allow for 
conscientious objection when the 
interest is far less compelling.

Even in states with robust religious 
exemptions, the effects of SOGI laws 
are problematic. First, while clergy 
are somewhat protected, the lay-
faithful are not.

Second, these laws implicitly say 

that failure to affirm CONDUCT 
related to asserted LGBTQ STATUS 
amounts to evil discrimination. 
Religion then, is unintentionally 
portrayed as an exempted, malicious 
class.

The 1st Amendment does more 
than protect your right to believe 
something in your mind. That’s even 
possible under the most tyrannical 
form of government. What is unique 
about the 1st Amendment is that it 
guarantees your right to realize what 
you believe by the way you live your 
life, even beyond the walls of church 
and home.

Since SOGI laws equate 
sexual orientation and gender 
identity STATUS with associated 
CONDUCT, people are faced with 
being complicit in CONDUCT that 
violates their conscience, or with 
being charged for discrimination. 
The number of such cases in the 
U.S. continues to grow. One case, 
that of Barronelle Stutzman, is 
particularly enlightening. She did not 
discriminate against her customer 
based upon his sexual orientation. 
She served him for 9 years knowing 
he was gay. She also knowingly hired 

LGBTQ-identifying employees. It 
was only when her customer asked 
her to provide the floral arrangement 
at his wedding that she said her 
faith would not allow her to do it. 
Barronelle did what her state’s SOGI 
non-discrimination law does not; 
she distinguished between people 
and CONDUCT and she could lose 
her livelihood because of it.

Some have argued, “They’re just 
flowers. She should have just sold 
them. No one would believe she 
is actually condoning same-sex 
marriage.” But this is disingenuous. 
People don’t file lawsuits for no 
reason, nor do they risk losing their 
livelihood for “just flowers.” We don’t 
do justice to anyone by minimizing 
what is at stake for the convenience 
of argument.

And we have to guard against 
making our own conscience 
the standard from which others 
should be measured. The reason 
for conscience protections stems 
from the fact that what troubles one 
person may not trouble another.

If we find ourselves opposing 
the Church’s advocacy we should 
examine what is motivating our 

reasons. Is it purely compassion 
for LGBTQ-identifying persons? 
Do our reasons take into account 
Christ’s redemption of the whole 
person including body, soul, intellect 
and free will? Is it possible that our 
opposition is also accompanied by 
some theological indifference, or 
even dissent?

Given the direction of SOGI laws 
in places like New York City, (which 
now recognizes 31 distinct gender 
identities) it is difficult to predict the 
potential consequences of passing 
such legislation. Are there limits to 
the CONDUCT being protected by 
SOGI laws? If so, what are they? And 
upon what grounds are they being 
put in place? If there are no limits, 
should there be? Why or why not?

These are the kinds of questions 
that legislators should feel free to 
ask and have answered long before 
ever considering the passage of 
a non-discrimination law that is 
based upon sexual orientation and 
gender identity. Unfortunately, since 
mal-intent is often immediately 
attributed to anyone who questions 
the need for SOGI laws, good debate 
has proven elusive.

Youth Group Fun
By: Stacy Preszler, Holy Name Director 
of Faith Formation

We all know it can be challenging 
to keep our youth engaged in their 
faith, but we also know just how 
important it is to help them move 
forward on their faith journey by 
understanding the beauty and true 
meaning of being Catholic. At Holy 
Name in Sheridan, we have two 
youth groups where we aim to do 
just that.

The Junior High Youth Group 
meets once a month and we have 
catechesis reinforced by fun activities.  
In September, we talked about the 
importance of having the Bible be 
part of our daily lives and had some 
fun games and activities to learn 
a few scripture verses.  We played 
scripture bingo and also had a relay 
race where each team had to find a 
piece of a scripture verse in a big pile 
of shredded paper and work together 
to put the verse in the right order.

In October, the Jr. High youth had 
a night of pumpkin decorating and 

we talked about the meaning of All 
Hallow’s Eve, All Saints’ Day and All 
Souls’ Day.

Our High School Youth Group 
meets every Sunday night.  We 
offer different catechesis topics each 
month which are taught by our 
youth leaders and followed up with 
group activities.

In September, we concentrated 
on different types of prayer and the 
importance of finding time each day 
to pray.  We had one experiment 
that demonstrated how there is 
always time in our lives for God no 
matter how busy we are.  We filled 
a glass with rocks and sand which 
represented our daily obligations 
fill a glass container.  Even though 
it looked like nothing else could 
fit, water, representing prayer, was 
added.  Not only was there room for 
it, but it made the container of sand 
and rocks look beautiful.  A good 
visual reminder for us all!  We also 
had an evening of Adoration led 
by Fr. Glenn Whewell, where we 

had the opportunity to bring our 
challenges and prayers to Jesus in the 
Blessed Sacrament.

October’s topic of saints and angels 
was fascinating and brought about 
much discussion.  We played saint 
bingo with pictures of saints and 
talked about their lives and how 
helpful they can be to us in our lives 
(St. Anthony is always a big help to 
me with my many lost items!). We 
also talked about the nine choirs of 

angels and importance of our own 
Guardian Angels.

Our goal at each gathering is to 
provide faith, fellowship and fun and 
to make sure our youth know how 
important they are to our parish 
and how much God loves them 
and wants to be a part of their lives.   
We all need to strive to share our 
faith with our youth and keep them 
engaged and in awe of our awesome 
God!

Holy Name youth decorate their pumpkins.

SOGI from 5
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Gathering the flock!
By: Fr. Hiep Nguyen, Associate Pastor at 
St. Patrick’s Parish in Casper, Wyoming

As you probably know, many 
thousands of Vietnamese left 
Vietnam and went to other 
countries after the Communists 
took over the whole country 
in 1975. There are probably 1.3 
million Vietnamese who live 
here in the United States. Many 
of them live in California, Texas, 
and Florida. Most Vietnamese 
don’t like cold weather and that 
is the reason why we don’t have a 
large population of Vietnamese in 
the State of Wyoming. Casper has 
one of the greatest populations of 
Vietnamese. Recognizing there is 
a need to serve the Vietnamese 
group here in Casper, our Bishop 
Steven Biegler assigned me to be 
associate pastor at St. Patrick’s 
parish so that I can gather the 
flock and minister to them for 
their Sacraments and for other 
spiritual needs.

It is a joy for me to be with our 
Vietnamese group here in Casper 
where I can speak our own 
language and eat Vietnamese 
food once in a while. I started 
my new assignment on August 
14, 2018. After being settled in 
Casper, I started visiting and 
contacting the Vietnamese 
families to let them know that 
I am here to walk with them in 
their journey of faith and life. I 
had my first Vietnamese Mass on 
August 26.

During this Mass, I really 
encouraged parents to enroll 
their children for religious 
education and they responded 
to my invitation very well. We 
have eight Vietnamese children 
who have enrolled in religious 
education classes at St. Patrick’s 
this year. I also encouraged them 
to start thinking of working out 
their marital differences for the 
sake of their families, and I am 
happy to walk with them in any 
process they might need. At this 
moment, I am helping two men 
who are going through their 
annulments. As you also see in 
the picture, we celebrated the 
Vietnamese Mass on Sunday, 
September 23 with the Baptism 
of Elias Tran (Peter) and Chelsea 
Nhu Tran (Teresa). We plan to 
have a Vietnamese Mass on the 
third Sunday of the month at 
6:30 PM with confessions before 
Mass at St. Patrick’s Church. We 
normally have around 40 people 
attend the Vietnamese Mass.

Even before I arrived at St. 
Patrick’s parish, I was told by 
many, “We always feel welcome 
and feel we belong to this parish 
because Fr. Gary is very kind and 
welcoming to us.” I was so happy 
to hear what they shared with me. 
They even feel more connected 
now that there is a Vietnamese 
priest who ministers to them 
in their own language. One of 
them told me, “Father, I am so 

happy when we can have Mass 
and celebrate the Sacraments in 
Vietnamese.” As I have tried to 
identify the Vietnamese families 
in Casper, I have met around 17 
families and have gotten to know 
them as well as their stories. St. 
Patrick’s parish is a large, thriving 
community. As associate pastor, 
I work with my pastor to serve 
the whole community. I also try 
to use my time wisely so that 
I have time to visit and get to 
know the Vietnamese group here 
even better. My hope is to gather 
them and unite them as “one 
flock” although I still have many 
challenges to face. I ask you to 
pray for my ministry.

In my vision, I hope to have a 
bilingual Mass in English and 
Vietnamese at some point so 
that each member of St. Patrick’s 
will come to appreciate one 

another even more regarding 
our language and culture. We 
are also thinking of having a 
Vietnamese celebration such as 
Vietnamese New Year or other 
important feast so that we can 
share our culture and food 
with one another. Fr. Gary and 
all the staff really support this 
idea; hopefully it will happen in 
the very near future. I recently 
finished the booklets for Mass in 
Vietnamese-English so that the 
Vietnamese group can participate 
in Mass more actively. My biggest 
hope is to walk with them in their 
lives in the moment of difficulties 
and share with them in moments 
of joy. I also hope that they will 
open their hearts and their arms 
to welcome other members into 
our group so that we can truly be 
united as “one flock.”

Golf Tournament Raises Money for School
By: Carrie & Mark Rogaczewski, Chairs of the Holy 
Name School Golf Tournament Committee

On August 4, 2018, a full field of 22 four-
person teams participated in the annual Holy 
Name Catholic School Golf Tournament at 
Kendrick Golf Course in Sheridan.  With over 
75 sponsors and donors, the 2018 tournament 
was able to give  $23,500 to the school, in 
addition to $500 for classrooms of teachers 
who helped with the tournament.   Since 
2006, the annual tournament has provided 
over $208,000 to Holy Name Catholic School.  
Participants always have a good time, even 
when the weather doesn’t cooperate.   The 
tournament is always held the first Saturday 
in August.

Tournament golfers

Mark Rogaczewski (at ambo) presents a check for 
$23,500 to Principal Mary Legler and Pastor Fr. Glenn 
Whewell along with HNCS athletic director Shawn 
Lewallen (in red).
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Wyoming 
Catholic 
Ministries 
Foundation 
Awards Grants

By: Matthew Potter, Executive Director of the 
Wyoming Catholic Ministries Foundation

The Board of the Wyoming Catholic 
Ministries Foundation (WCMF) held its 
regular quarterly meeting October 24, 2018.

Along with reviewing its investments 
and financial position, the Board reviewed 
several grant applications from around 
the Diocese.  Board members approved 
a grant of $16,000 toward the Diocese of 
Cheyenne annual Junior High Discipleship 
Retreat.  They also offered a challenge grant 
to the Shalom Prayer Group as they look 
to replace some aging musical equipment 
while adding new equipment, making their 
ministry much more vibrant. The grant 
is for $7,000 if the Shalom Prayer Group 
can raise an additional $2,000 within six 
months.

The mission of the Wyoming Catholic 
Ministries Foundation is to support and 
help grow the ministries of the Diocese 
of Cheyenne.  The Board is made up of 
ten faithful men and women from across 
Wyoming. They dedicate a great deal of 
their time, talent and treasure to effectively 
govern and grow the WCMF so it will 
continue to serve the needs of the people of 
God in Wyoming for many years to come.

For more information about the Wyoming 
Catholic Ministries Foundation, visit our 
website at www.wycmf.org.  For information 
about including the Foundation in your will 
or trust, contact Matthew Potter at (307) 
275-0372 or mpotter@wycmf.org.

Wyoming Catholic Ministries 
Foundation Holds School 
Technology Conference
By Matthew Potter, Executive Director of the 
Wyoming Catholic Ministries Foundation

October 19, 2018 saw a gathering in 
Casper of the principals of all the Catholic 
schools in the Diocese of Cheyenne, as 
well as the St. Joseph’s Children’s Home, 
to learn of new trends in technology in 
schools.  This was the third annual meeting 
for the principals and was sponsored by the 
Wyoming Catholic Ministries Foundation.

Each year, the Foundation grants nearly 
$200,000 to our schools for their technology 
needs.  While our Catholic schools will likely 
never receive the kind of funding received 

by the public schools, the grants given them 
by the Foundation certainly make a large 
difference in the ability to work with the 
latest innovations in classroom technology.

Special thanks to Cyndy Novotny, principal 
at St. Anthony Tri-Parish Catholic School, 
for offering the school as our meeting space 
and for hosting the event.  Also, thanks to 
Nick Dresang and Tim Galles, both of St. 
Anthony Tri-Parish School, for serving as 
the technology experts for our principals.

Back row, l to r: Tim Galles, Technology Coach and teacher, St. Anthony School; Mary Legler, Principal, 
Holy Name School, Sheridan; Nick Dresang, IT Director, St. Anthony School; Father Robert Rodgers, 
Principal, St. Margaret School, Riverton; Patrick Lane, Principal, St. Mary School, Cheyenne.  Front Row:
Paula Krotz, Educational Director, St. Joseph Children’s Home. Torrington; Cyndy Novotny, Principal, St. 
Anthony School, Casper; Vanessa Gemar, St. John Paul II School, Gillette; and Linda Marcos, Principal, 
Holy Spirit School, Rock Springs.
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St. Margaret’s Parish and School: On Fire with 
the Love of the Sacred Heart
By: Fr. Robert Rodgers, Acting Principal, 
St. Margaret’s Catholic School

October 16th was the feast day of St. 
Margaret Mary Alacoque, patroness 
of our church and school in Riverton. 
St. Margaret Mary was the 17th 
century French nun to whom Our 
Lord revealed the ardent furnace of 
love that is his Sacred Heart.

With St. Margaret Mary’s 
intercession, we too are striving to 
have our hearts set aflame with the 
love of the Sacred Heart of Jesus. I 
highlighted this in my homily for the 
school Mass on our patronal feast. Just 
as a log catches fire and is consumed 
when placed in a big fire, Jesus wants 
to set our hearts on fire with his love 
when we give them to him! This is 
what life is all about and this is what 
our education at St. Margaret’s School 
is all about too.

Our children are not only being 
educated in this love, but they are also 
being given the opportunity to show 
it. For instance, on September 11th of 
this year, we went to a local park and 
prayed the Divine Mercy Chaplet 
for peace. We are praying for special 
intentions on a daily basis. We are 
collecting jackets to be distributed 
to the poor. Virtue is being taught, 
modeled, and encouraged in our 
classrooms. When we love Jesus, we’re 
willing to do anything for him… even 
our schoolwork!

As a parish, we are also striving 
to grow in the love of the Sacred 
Heart. On the Feast of Our Lady of 
the Rosary (October 7th), we had a 
wonderful turnout for an afternoon 
parish Rosary, despite having to cancel 
the scheduled procession due to rain. 
How beautiful to see so many in our 
parish give Our Lady flowers, prayers, 
and their hearts in consecration! 
There is no swifter and surer means 
to the Heart of Jesus than through the 
Heart of His Blessed Mother.

Amidst the challenges and 
temptations we face in our families, 
communities, Church, and beyond, 
if we keep our eyes fixed on the love 
of Jesus’ Heart, which he desires to 
ignite in each of our hearts, we can’t 
go wrong! This is the source of our 
hope at St. Margaret’s.

Ms. Petro’s classFr. Rodgers blesses a classroom

Kindergarteners at a pumpkin patch
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Who Was the Real St. Nicholas?
By: WCR Staff

The memorial to St. Nicholas is December 
6.  St. Nicholas is often seen as the person 
from whom Santa Claus is modeled.

As Bishop of Myra in Lycia, Nicholas loved 
his people and saw himself as the protector of 
the innocent and the wronged.  Perhaps the 
most widely known story about him tells of a 
poor widower with three daughters who could 
not afford to take care of them, and was going 
to send them into a life of sin.  Determined to 
save their innocence, St. Nicholas went out at 
night taking with him a bag of gold, which he 
flung into the window of the sleeping father.  
When the father awakened, he found the 
bag of gold and considered it a godsend.  St. 
Nicholas did this for the other two daughters 
at two different times as well, saving them 
from a life of iniquity.

In 325, Emperor  Constantine  called the 

Council of  Nicaea. More than 300 bishops 
attended and, among other issues, debated 
the nature of the Holy Trinity.  Arias, from 
Egypt, taught that Jesus was not equal to 
God the Father. This was the  Arian heresy, 
which shook Christianity’s very foundations. 
According to one account, when confronted 
by the unyielding Arias, Nicholas slapped 
him in the face. For such a breach of 
decorum, Nicholas was brought before 
Constantine, who stripped him of his office 
and had him thrown into prison. During the 
night, Jesus with his Mother Mary appeared 
to Nicholas.  Jesus brought Nicholas the book 
of the Gospels, and Mary brought the bishop’s 
vestment which had been taken from him. In 
this way Nicholas was reinstated.

St. Nicholas, Pray for us!

Adoration
By Eugen M. Gagliano

Before You in this holy place
I am not worthy of your grace.
Your love for me, I don’t deserve.
My soul I pray, you will preserve.
God’s son, a heavenly gift of love
Sent by the Father from above.
On a wooden cross, He died for me
For all my sins to set me free.
My love for You is very strong
I do not wish to do You wrong.
I contemplate my every sin.
I will not let the devil win.
I try my best to do Your will,
And pray to let my heart be still.
I listen for your voice to speak.
My heart is strong, my will is weak.
I’m grateful for Your gifts each day
And search for You along life’s way.
Sometimes I do not understand
The loving work of the Father’s hand.
Jesus, hear my fervent plea.
You are my savior, forever be.
What is it that you ask of me?
Stir my heart and help me see.
Gene Gagliano was appointed Wyoming’s Poet Laureate by 

Governor Matt Mead. The poet laureate is an honorary position 
which seeks to raise greater appreciation of the reading and writing 
of poetry. The poet is expected to compose poems for special 
occasions. Gene, is a retired elementary school teacher, children’s 
author and speaker and an active member of St. John the Baptist 
parish in Buffalo.

What to Know About Advent Wreaths
By: WCR Staff

Traditionally, Advent 
wreaths are constructed of a 
circle of evergreen branches 
into which four candles 
are inserted, representing 
the four weeks of Advent.   
Ideally, three candles are 
purple and one is rose, but 
white candles can also be 
used.

The purple candles 
in particular symbolize 
the prayer, penance, and 
preparatory sacrifices and 
goods works undertaken at 
this time. The rose candle 
is lit on the third Sunday, 
Gaudete Sunday, when 
the priest also wears rose 
vestments at Mass; Gaudete 
Sunday is the Sunday of 
rejoicing, because the 
faithful have arrived at the 
midpoint of Advent, when 
their preparation is now half 
over, and they are close to 
Christmas.

The progressive lighting 
of the candles symbolizes 
the expectation and hope 
surrounding our Lord’s 
first coming into the world 
and the anticipation of his 
second coming to judge the 
living and the dead.

The blessing of an Advent 

Wreath at Mass is done on 
the First Sunday of Advent, 
but a blessing can also be 
done at home.  Following 
is a traditional blessing 
from “Catholic Household 
Blessings & Prayers:”

All make the sign of the 
cross as the leader says: 
Our help is in the name of 
the Lord. 
Response	(R/.) Who made 
heaven and earth.

Then the Scripture, Isaiah	
9: (lines 1-2 and 5-6) 
or Isaiah	63 (lines 16-17 & 
19) or Isaiah	64  (lines 2-7) 
is read:
Reader: The Word of the 

Lord. 
R/. Thanks be to God.

With hands joined, the 
leader says:

Lord our God, 
we praise you for your Son, 
Jesus Christ: 
he is Emmanuel, the hope of 
the peoples, 
he is the wisdom that 
teaches and guides us, 
he is the Savior of every 
nation. 
Lord God, 
let your blessing come upon 
us 
as we light the candles of 
this wreath. 

May the wreath and its light 
be a sign of Christ’s promise 
to bring us salvation. 
May he come quickly and 
not delay. 
We ask this through Christ 
our Lord. 
R/. Amen.

The blessing may conclude 
with a verse from 
“O Come, O Come, 
Emmanuel”:

O come, desire of nations, 
bind 
in one the hearts of 
humankind; 
bid ev’ry sad division cease 
and be thyself our Prince of 
peace. 
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 
shall come to thee, O Israel.

Information and prayer reprinted from 
w w w. u s c cb. o r g / p ray e r- an d - w o r sh i p /
l i turg ical -year /advent /about-advent -
wreaths.cfm



Page 11December 2018 WYOMING CATHOLIC REGISTER

PREPARATION
TO MAKE THE FILLING:
Working with a mixer or by hand, 

beat the butter and sugar together 
until creamy and light. Beat in the 
almond flour and the salt. Mix in 1 
whole egg, then the white from the 
second egg (reserve the yolk). Mix 
in the rum, if using, and the extract. 
Cover, and refrigerate for at least 1 
hour.

Mix the yolk with 1 teaspoon cold 
water; cover, and refrigerate until 
needed.

TO ASSEMBLE:
Place one circle of dough on a 

baking sheet lined with parchment 
paper. Spread the filling evenly over 
the dough, leaving a 1-inch border 
bare. Press the charm into the filling. 
Moisten the border with cold water, 

position the second circle of dough over the filling and press around the 
border with your fingertips to seal well. Using the back of a table knife, 
scallop the edges by pushing into the dough (about 1/4- to 1/2-inch deep) 

every 1/2 inch or so. Refrigerate for at least 30 minutes.
Heat the oven to 425. Brush a thin layer of the reserved yolk glaze over 

the top of the galette, avoiding the border (if glaze drips down the rim, 
the galette won’t rise). With the point of a paring knife, etch a design into 
the top of the galette, taking care not to pierce the dough. Cut 6 small slits 
in the top as steam vents.

Turn the heat down to 400, and bake for 30 to 40 minutes, until the 
galette is puffed and deeply golden. Check after 20 minutes, and tent 
loosely with foil if it’s browning too much or too fast. Transfer to a rack, 
and cool for at least 15 minutes (the galette may deflate — that’s puff 
pastry for you). Serve warm or at room temperature.

Recipe by Dorie Greenspan for https://cooking.nytimes.com/
recipes/1019114-galette-des-rois

Galette 
des Rois

The galette des 
rois, celebrating Epiphany, 
the day the Three Kings 
(les rois) visited the infant 
Jesus, is baked throughout 
January in France. Composed of two circles of puff pastry sandwiching a 
frangipani filling, each comes with a crown and always has a trinket, called 
a fève, or bean, baked into it. It’s an invitation to gather, as much party game 
as pastry – if your slice has the fève, you get the crown and the right to be king 
or queen for the day. Happily, the galette can be made to fit your schedule. 
The pastry circles can be cut, covered and refrigerated ahead of time as can 
the almond filling (it will keep for up to 3 days). And the whole construction 
can be made early in the day and baked when you’re ready for it. Tuck a bean 
or whole almond into the filling — warn your guests! — and, if there are 
children in the house, put them to work crafting a crown.

Saint Lucy
By: WCR Staff

The history of Lucia of Syracuse has mostly been lost 
over time. All we really know for certain, is that this 
brave woman lost her life during the persecution of 
Christians in the early fourth century. Her veneration 
spread to Rome so that by the sixth century, the whole 
Church recognized her courage in defense of the faith. 
St. Lucy’s legend holds that her eyes were gouged out 
and that God then provided her with new eyes. This 
came about, it is said, because her pagan suitor loved 
her beautiful eyes. In some versions of this story, St. 
Lucy plucked out her eyes herself and gave them to her 
suitor; in other versions, her eyes were removed by her 
persecutors. St. Lucy is often depicted holding a small 

plate with two eyes on it.
Legend has it that St. Lucy delivered wheat and 

bread to the poor and homebound, and possibly 
to Christians staying in the catacombs, often in the 
darkness of night to avoid detection. She would carry 
a lamp or wear a crown of candles (to free her hands 
for carrying food) to light her way. Because of this, the 
lamp and wreath of candles are symbols of St. Lucy. 
When her body was being prepared for burial, they 
discovered her eyes had been restored. St. Lucy is the 
patron saint of the blind of those who suffer from eye 
problems

Saint Lucy by Francesco del Cossa

INGREDIENTS
FOR THE FILLING:
6 tablespoons (85 
grams) unsalted butter, at room 
temperature
¾ cup (85 
grams) confectioners’ sugar
¾ cup (85 grams) almond flour
¼ teaspoon salt
2 large eggs, at room 
temperature
1 tablespoon rum (optional)
1 teaspoon pure vanilla extract
TO ASSEMBLE:
2 9 1/2-inch-diameter circles 
puff-pastry dough (from a 14- 
to 17-ounce package; 396-482 
grams), cold
1 whole almond or dried bean, 
for the charm
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Mary’s Fund
By: Deacon Caroll Schell, WCCW 
Spiritual Advisor

$710,069.88 is the amount of 
money the Wyoming Council 
of Catholic Women (WCCW) 
has raised for their Mary’s Fund 
(originally known as Madonna’s 
Fund).

This year marks the 65th 
anniversary of the Wyoming 
Council of Catholic Women.  
Although a few parishes are not 
active in the WCCW, all women 
of the diocese can participate.  
Many parishes are very active 
assisting their pastors, their 

parish, their sisters in faith; not 
only at home but throughout 
the diocese and even the world.  
This is where the Mary’s Fund 
becomes very relevant.

Sixty years ago, five years after 
the inception of the WCCW by 
Bishop Newell, the Madonna 
Fund was started.  Its objective 
was to assist women and children 
elsewhere throughout the world.  
In 1960, the first donation of 
$25.00 was sent to the Madonna 
Center in Puerto Rico.   In 1965, 
for example, over $1,636 was 
sent to Patmos, Brazil for radio 

education.  In 1970, $2,382 was 
donated to the Benedictine 
Sisters in PaPaila, Columbia, 
South America.  In 1980, $3,490 
was donated to the Dominican 
Sisters of Sinsinawa, Wisconsin.  
In 1990,  $21,240 was donated to 
the National Council of Catholic 
Women for Water for Life.  Money 
was sent in 2005 for staffing Jesuit 
volunteers in Polokwane, South 
Africa.  In 2017, the fund sent 
$22,100 to the Diocese of San 
Carlos, Philippines, where Fr. 
Jason Marco and Fr. Jesryll Intes 
are from.  As I write this, next 

year’s fundraising total will help 
programs in India from where 
Fr. Thomas George, Fr. Jaimon 
Dominic and Fr. Arulanandu 
David came to us from.

And the ladies do so much more.  
For those ladies who are involved 
in the WCCW, I offer my prayers 
and love to you.    If you are not 
involved, get involved!  If you 
need contact information, check 
out the Diocese of Cheyenne 
website to get started at www.
dioceseofcheyenne.org/ccw.html.

Deacon Carroll Schell is the Spiritual 
Advisor for the WCCW and is assigned to 
the Cathedral of St. Mary, in Cheyenne.

Father Jason Marco Installed at St. Ann’s in Saratoga
By Connie Patterson, St. Ann’s Catholic 
Church

Father Jason Marco was 
officially installed as Pastor of 
St. Ann’s Catholic Church in 
Saratoga by Rock Springs Dean, 
Very Reverend Sam Hayes, on 
Sept. 26, 2018. Several priests 

from the Rock Springs Deanery 
were also in attendance at the 
installation Mass.

Father Jason had been serving 
as parochial administrator 
of St. Ann’s and St. Joseph’s 
mission church in Hanna since 
August, 2017 when he was 

transferred to Saratoga from 
Gillette.  Parishioners from both 
St. Ann’s and St. Joseph’s agreed 
with Fr. Jason when he said the 
day of his installation was, “the 
best day ever!”

A dinner reception for Fr. 
Jason, the visiting clergy and 

St. Ann’s parishioners was held 
following the installation Mass, 
sponsored by St. Ann’s Pastoral 
Council and the Saratoga 
Council of Catholic Women. 
There were approximately 
90 people who attended this 
wonderful celebration.

From left: Rock Springs Dean, the Reverend Sam Hayes, officiates at the installation of Fr Jason Marco (right) while altar server Jim Larscheid holds the Gospel 
upon which Fr Jason pledges his fidelity as the Pastor of St. Ann’s and St. Joseph’s.
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Diocesan Stewardship Committee Recommends 
Tithe Allocations
By Matthew Potter, Director of 
Development and Stewardship

The Diocese of Cheyenne 
Stewardship Committee 
met recently to make 
recommendations to Bishop 
Steven regarding the diocesan 
tithe.

As part of our commitment 
to stewardship, the Diocese 
of Cheyenne sets aside 10% 
($210,500) of the funds from 
Living and Giving in Christ; Unity 
through Diocesan Ministries and 
offers it as a tithe to worthwhile 
organizations and charities.  
Some of the tithe is used in lieu 
of asking for second collections, 
while the balance of it is used to 
build up the kingdom of God.

The Stewardship Committee 

reviews requests and makes 
recommendations for allocation 
of the tithe to Bishop Steven.  The 
following were recommended:

A challenge grant has been 
offered to the mission church 
of St. Paul’s in Sundance.  The 
good people of St. Paul’s have 
been working for a long time 
to replace the aging buildings 
of their church and hall. After 
years of prayer, planning, and 
fundraising, they are just about 
ready to start building.  The 
committee recommended a 
commitment of up to $50,000 
per year to St. Paul’s, matching 
St. Paul’s contributions to the 
project each year for the next five 
years.  The cost of the project far 
exceeds our contribution, but we 

believe it is important to support 
parishes within our diocese.

The committee recommended 
$35,000 to aid in the construction 
of a new seminary in the Diocese 
of San Carlos, in the Philippines.  
The Bishop of San Carlos, 
the Most Reverend Gerardo 
Alminaza, has supported our 
diocese with priests for many 
years, including Fr. Jesryll Intes of 
St. Mary Magdalene in Evanston, 
and Fr. Jason Marco of St. Ann in 
Saratoga.

The committee recommended 
a contribution of $5,000 to help 
assist families whose homes were 
destroyed in recent flooding in 
India. These funds will be sent to 
Fr. Jaimon Dominic’s (St. Mary’s 
Cathedral) diocese in India.

The committee recommended 
contributions to Catholic 
University, USCCB Committees 
for the Church in Latin America, 
the Church in Central and 
Eastern Europe, the Church in 
Africa, the USCCB Catholic 
Communication Campaign, 
USCCB Black and Indian Mission 
Office, and the Church in the 
Holy Land.  These are in lieu of 
second collections in parishes.

Bishop Steven approved these 
requests from the Committee.  
Thank you for your contributions 
to Living and Giving in Christ, 
which make all of this possible.

Bishop Calls Eight to Candidacy
By: Deacon Joe Sandrini, Director of 
Diaconal Formation

57 – 26 – 16 – 8… A winning 
lottery ticket or football audible?  
No.  These are the numbers of 
attrition as the formation program 
for the permanent diaconate has 
moved forward over the last three 
years.

In early 2015, fifty-seven men 
inquired about a potential call 
to the diaconate.  Twenty-six of 
these men submitted applications 
to be considered for entry into 
the formation program.  After a 
detailed application process, the 
Bishop accepted sixteen to enter 
the two-year Aspirancy period.

This Aspirancy period played 
out over the past two academic 
years with much study and 
discernment.  It also required 
the aspirants and their wives 
to submit even more in-depth 
application material, including 
interviews with the Formation 
Board, psychological evaluations, 
and background checks.

As Aspirancy progressed, the 

men and their families along 
with holy mother church sought 
to discern more fully those with 
a likely vocation to the order of 
Deacon.  At the conclusion of this 
thorough process, eight men were 
called by Bishop Steven Biegler 
to candidacy for Holy Orders in 
September.

The three-year path of 
candidacy they must now travel 
before ordination will include a 
more intense period of formation 
and discernment; one in which 
both the candidate and the 
church work to more deeply 
weigh the genuineness of a man’s 
perceived vocation and his ability 
to serve well in the clerical state 
of deacon.  Part of this process 
involves all the members of the 
church in helping to prepare and 
discern those who may be called.

Therefore, it is with great 
joy and anticipation that we 
now present our eight diaconal 
candidates to the entire diocese: 
Tom Caudle of St. Anthony’s in 
Cody; Steve Cox from St. Mary’s 

in Cheyenne; Steve Lucas and 
Chuck Ruwart – members of 
Wheatland’s St. Patrick’s; Joshua 
Malmberg and Dr. Greg Marino 
from Holy Name in Sheridan; 
Matthew Ostdiek of Our Lady of 
the Mountains in Jackson; and 
Michael Speidel who hails from 

St. Anthony’s in Casper.
Please continue to pray for 

these men, their wives, and their 
families as they continue in 
formation and serve the church 
and the world.

Left to right: Michael Speidel (Casper), Steve Lucas (Wheatland), Steve Cox 
Cheyenne), Tom Caudle (Cody), Matt Ostdiek (Jackson Hole), Greg Marino 
(Sheridan), Chuck Ruwart (Wheatland). Not pictured, Josh Malmberg 
(Sheridan).  Back row: Deacon Joe Sandrini, Bishop Steven.
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Saint Barbara, Powell

Cathedral of St. Mary, Cheyenne

Saint Anthony of Padua, Cody

Church of the Holy Trinity, Cheyenne

Saint Rose of Lima, Torrington

Saint Joseph, Cheyenne

Confirmations
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Holy Rosary Parish All Saints Children’s Party
By: Father James Schumacher, Holy 
Rosary Pastor

At Holy Rosary Parish, the most 
fun event of the fall, so far, has been 
the All Saints Children’s Party, held 
on Sunday, October 28.

Children from toddler age 
through 5th grade attended, dressed 
as saints.   Boys being boys, many 
picked saints who would give them 
an excuse to have a sword as part 
of their costume.   One of the little 
girls was the sweetest depiction of 
the Virgin Mary I have seen since I 
visited Lourdes.

After we prayed a Litany of the 
Saints, the children sat down.   
One by one, the kids presented 
themselves to the group and 
answered questions until someone 
could guess which saint they were.   
One of the younger children, his 
wings clearly marking  him as an 
angel, took his turn.   An angel, 
yes, but which one?   One of the 
older kids asked, “When were you 

born?”   The highly intelligent little 
angel answered, “I wasn’t born - I 
was created!” It was nice to have a 
budding theologian in the group! 
It turns out he was the Archangel 
Michael.  We also had Raphael and 
Gabriel, so all the Archangels were 
present.

It became clear that we had an 
impressive variety of saints present. 
The kids were able to guess the 
names of all of the them, except 
one. Questions were asked and 
answered, but no one could guess 
that saint’s name.   He had a nice 
helmet and sword, but no one in the 
whole room could figure out who he 
was. The mystery saint turned out to 
be St. Magnus of Orkney, a devout 
young nobleman who was tragically 
killed by a nasty cousin in 1116.

I was inspired to look up St. 
Magnus afterword.   It is a good 
story, found in the Scots “Aberdeen 
Breviary” and the Icelandic “Orkney 
Saga.”   St. Magnus, his brother 

Erland, and their first cousin 
Haakon were joint heirs to the 
Earldom of Orkney, islands that 
today belong to Scotland. In those 
days, the islands owed allegiance to 
the King of Norway, the colorfully 
named Magnus Bare Legs.   King 
Magnus was a pirate at heart, and 
so was Haakon, so King Magnus 
liked him.   However, St. Magnus 
and his brother were not interested 
in murder and pillage, so King 
Magnus did not like them.   The 
king made Haakon Earl of Orkney 
and took St. Magnus and Erland 
with him as hostages on his grand 
pirate expedition to Wales and 
Ireland.  During that expedition, he 
often called St. Magnus a coward for 
refusing to join attacks on innocent 
people.   In fact, St. Magnus was a 
brave lad and made a daring escape 
from King Magnus’ pirate fleet, 
taking refuge at the court of Malcom 
III of Scotland.

King Magnus found that the 

medieval Irish were not a people 
who took kindly to pirate raids.  In 
a tremendous battle, the Irish killed 
King Magnus and with him, sadly, 
Erland.   St. Magnus then made his 
way back to Orkney, with support 
from the King of Scots, demanding 
that Haakon share the Earldom with 
him, according to the agreement 
their fathers had made.   Haakon 
agreed, and invited  Magnus to 
meet with him personally.   At that 
meeting, some of Haakon’s men 
killed St. Magnus.

St. Magnus was fondly 
remembered in Scotland, regarded 
as a Patron Saint of those seeking 
justice against tyrants.  The Feast of 
St. Magnus is observed on April 16 
in the Diocese of Aberdeen.

So I learned something from the 
Children’s All Saints Party! I will 
conclude by adding that the kids had 
a great time with the ensuing games, 
and that we all had a good start to 
the week of All Saints and All Souls.

Youth Pilgrimage to Italy
By: Darren Herring of Faith Journeys

Bishop Steven Biegler has announced 
plans for a youth pilgrimage to Italy for 
June of 2019. Those eligible for the trip are 
students who will graduate high school in 
2019, 2020, or 2021, and their parents. The 
Diocese of Cheyenne Office of Pastoral 
Ministries has partnered with Faith Journeys 
to offer this exciting pilgrimage opportunity 
to learn more about the Church, Catholic 
heritage and the lives of the saints.

The idea of this pilgrimage is to allow young 
Catholics from across Wyoming to travel to 
Italy with one parent or chaperone.  Bishop 
Steven will act as the spiritual leader for the 

group and together, they will experience 
Rome, with a special Audience/Blessing with 
the Holy Father, Subiaco and its connection 
with St. Scholastica, Monte Casino and its 
connection with St. Benedict, Nettuno and 
St. Maria Goretti and the beaches of Anzio.

For more information visit www.
dioceseofcheyenne.org//youth.html 
or contact Maria Ward at 307-638-1530.  
Registrations will be accepted through 
December 31, 2018 or until the pilgrimage is 
at capacity. We hope you will consider sharing 
in this life-changing journey. This could be a 
Christmas or graduation gift that would be 
cherished throughout an entire lifetime!

Human Trafficking Experts Speak at WCCW Convention
By: Mary Ann Cummins, NCCW 
Nominating Committee Member

At the 65th Annual Wyoming 
Council of Catholic Women 
(WCCW) Convention in Buffalo 
at St. John the Baptist Church 
this past September, nearly 150 
women, men, priests, police 
officers, Crisis Center and 
Department of Family Services 
employees attended a talk by Dr. 

Katariina Rosenblatt, PhD, and 
her daughter, Diana Juliao on 
human trafficking.

The duo spoke their LIVED 
experiences of being trafficked, 
surviving and now advocating for 
trafficked women and children. 
They speak nationally, educating 
groups on this evil in our society. 
Diana spoke of her life coming 
from a dysfunctional family, 

her mother being a survivor 
both of trafficking and spousal 
abuse. Diana despaired, got 
into drugs, tried to kill herself, 
suffered a miscarriage while in 
a relationship and cut herself. 
She finally came around with 
her mother’s help and her faith. 
Today, she helps young boys who 
have been trafficked.

Dr. Kat spoke of her experience 

being trafficked, of her tight bond 
with her daughter as together 
they’ve overcome much. They 
work to educate law enforcement 
about trafficking and work with 
federal agencies to eradicate 
this evil. Her book, Stolen, tells 
her story. Her outreach and 
mentoring program is called 
There Is H.O.P.E. for Me. www.
thereishopeforme.org
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By: Deacon Rick Moser, St. Anthony of Padua
In June of 2016, a group of thirty pilgrims 

from St. Anthony’s, Cody, embarked on a 
pilgrimage to Portugal, Spain, France and 
Italy. We spent several days in both Fatima 
and Lourdes. Visiting those two Marian 
Shrines were the highlights of the trip 
for all of us. There are no tourists, only 
pilgrims, in those two holy places.

On Saturday, September 29th, Lourdes 
came to Wyoming, to St. Anthony of Padua 
in Cody. We were blessed to encounter the 
Lourdes Virtual Pilgrimage Experience 
sponsored by the Our Lady of Lourdes 
Hospitality North American Volunteers. 
The Lourdes Virtual Pilgrimage Experience 
is a guided spiritual journey offering 
the experience of Lourdes in a local 
interactive “pilgrimage” event. Deacon 
Dan Revetto of the Archdiocese of Los 
Angeles was our tour and spiritual guide. 
He presented a slide show of Lourdes 
and of St. Bernadette Soubirous, and we 
were graced to touch pieces of the Grotto 
Rock and bless ourselves with Lourdes 
water from the miraculous spring which 
Our Lady started in the Grotto where 
she appeared to St. Bernadette. Next, 
we prayed the Rosary and sang Marian 
hymns while participating in a candlelight 
procession around the church property 
with a statue of Our Lady. Once back in 
church, we celebrated Benediction of the 
Blessed Sacrament. A plenary indulgence 
was attached to this wonderful experience. 
We ended the evening with a potluck 
dinner.

We were graced with pilgrims from all 
over the Big Horn Basin, Montana and 
even Casper.

Slide show presentation about 
Lourdes and St. Bernadette

Volunteering in Lourdes
By: Claudia Rodriguez, St. Anthony of Padua, Cody

In September 2017, I volunteered with Our Lady 
of Lourdes Hospitality North American Volunteers.  
There was a group of 30 to 40 men and women from 
the United States. We followed the example of St. 
Bernadette in simplicity, humility and obedience.  My 
dress consisted of a white nurse’s dress, white shoes, 
and a blue sweater.

 As a first year stagiaire (cook/assistant), I stayed at 
L’Accueil de Notre Dame (hospital-home) where my 
service was in the kitchen to prepare the dining room, 
clean dishes, and provide hospitality for breakfast, lunch 
and dinner.  We attended Mass daily and formation 
consisted of sanctuary tours and learning about St 
Bernadette.  My free time consisted of adoration, 
reconciliation, walking the stations of the cross on the 

hill or by the river, participating in the nightly rosary 
procession and praying the Rosary in the Grotto.

I also attended a special Mass where volunteers from 
around the world were recognized for their service of 
five or more years.  Four members from our group 
received recognition.  They will continue to serve with 
dignity and respect and are embracing the teaching 
of the Catholic Church: to honor the sanctity of every 
human life.

I am the first volunteer from Wyoming and I pray for 
more volunteers to join me.  My time in the sanctuary 
taught me that true faith brings healing not only 
physically, but spiritually.  My experience showed me 
how to Love God and people thru our Blessed Mother.  
She has opened my heart to serve at Lourdes with a 
spirit of service, humility and generosity.

Parishioners bless themselves with water from Lourdes

Deacon Dan Revetto, 
Archdiocese of Los Angeles

Procession

Lourdes in Wyoming
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Celebrate Life Weekend
By Wyoming Catholic Register Staff

The annual “Celebrate Life” 
weekend will be held January 18 
and 19, 2019, in Cheyenne.

The events will begin Friday, 
January 18 with a Holy Hour at 
St. Mary’s Cathedral, beginning 
at 7:00 pm.

Saturday, January 19 will 
begin with Mass at St. Mary’s 
at 9:00 followed by breakfast 
in Hartmann Hall.  The events 
will then shift to the Historic 
Cheyenne Depot where, at 11:00, 
essay and poetry contest winners 
will be announced.  Promptly 
at noon, there will be a silent 
march to the Supreme Court 
building, where several speakers 
will address the crowd.  Lunch at 
the Knights of Columbus Hall, 
507 W 28th Street, will follow 
right after the gathering at the 

Supreme Court building has 
completed.

That evening, beginning at 
5:30 with a social hour and silent 
auction, there will be a banquet 
featuring keynote speaker Brad 
Stine.  Mr. Stine will deliver a 

mix of comedy, biblical truths, 
and magic for a fun and thought 
provoking event.

Tickets for the banquet must be 
purchased in advance, by January 
14.  Please contact Rachael Riter 
at (307) 287-6355 for questions 

or to purchase tickets by credit 
card.

Abortion continues as a 
national tragedy.  Please join us 
for the weekend and make our 
voices heard.

Gather us in…. 

 
   

Secular Franciscan Order 
There are fraternities in Wyoming. 

Come… join us ! 
More information? 

 

www.secularFranciscansUSA.org 
 

Francis1003Saint@gmail.com 
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 10 Days / 8 Nights        September 26 - October 5, 2020 
 

 

The Diocese of Cheyenne Presents: 
 

A Pilgrimage to the Oberammergau Passion Play 
 

Including Germany, Switzerland & Liechtenstein! 
 

 

Hosted by: 
 

    The Most Rev. Steven Biegler, DD, STL  
Spiritual Director 

 
Fr. Thomas Cronkleton, Jr. 

Pilgrimage Host 
 

Tour Price from Denver: $2,558 

Diocesan Pilgrimage Fee: $180 
 

Register TODAY! https://bit.ly/2NUuvIT 
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Father John Savio
Father John Joseph Savio passed away on October 22, 2018 in Casper, Wyoming. 

He was born on September 18, 1941 in Crown Point, Indiana. Following studies 
at Holy Cross Seminary in LaCrosse, WI, he attended St. Meinrad Seminary in 
Indiana. Father Savio was ordained a priest of the Diocese of Gary, Indiana in 1967. 
On February 17, 1986, he was incardinated in the Diocese of Cheyenne and served 
several parishes, including St. Mary Cathedral in Cheyenne, Holy Name in Sheridan, 
St. Paul in Pine Bluffs, Mary Magdalen in Evanston, St. Patrick in Wheatland, Holy 
Rosary in Lander, Holy Spirit in Rock Springs, and St. James in Douglas. Following 
his retirement in 2012, Father Savio resided in Casper.
 Services were held at Our Lady of Fatima in Casper on October 29.

Funeral Mass for Loretto Sister Rosemary 
Grawer celebrated Sept. 14
Press release from the Sisters of Loretto, Loretto 
Community

A funeral Mass for Loretto Sister Rosemary 
(formerly Sister Mary Alvera) Grawer was 
celebrated Sept. 14 at the Church of the Seven 
Dolors on the grounds of Loretto Motherhouse 
in Nerinx, Ky.  Sister Rosemary died at Loretto 
Motherhouse Infirmary Sept. 7, having just 
observed her 93rd birthday and 74th anniversary 
of her reception as a Sister of Loretto at the Foot 
of the Cross. An educator for 57 years, she served 
in parish schools in  Colorado, Illinois and 
Wyoming.

The daughter of Catherine (Dussold) and 
Albert Grawer, Sister Rosemary was born Sept. 
4, 1925, in St. Louis and baptized Rosemary 
Clara Grawer. She entered the Loretto novitiate 
in 1944. She was received into the congregation 
Aug. 15, 1944, donning the habit and taking 
the name of Sister Mary Alvera. She made her 
first vows Aug. 15, 1946, and her final vows 
Aug. 15, 1949. In 1962, Sister Rosemary earned 
a bachelor’s degree in English with a minor 
in education from Loretto Heights College in 
Denver and a master’s in education in 1966 from 
Loyola University in Los Angeles.

Many of her nearly 60 years of teaching were 

spent in first-grade classrooms where 
she taught some 2,500 children to read. 
In the Diocese of Cheyenne, Sister 
Rosemary served from 1960 to 1982 in 
Rawlins, Wyo., where she was a teacher 
and principal at St. Joseph School and 
superior of the Loretto convent there.

Elsewhere, Sister Rosemary served in 
the St. Louis Archdiocese, where from 
1983 to 2000 she was principal at St. 
Ferdinand School in Florissant, Mo. She 
also taught for 14 years at elementary 
schools in Colorado and Illinois. 
Retiring from teaching in 2000, Sister 
Rosemary did volunteer work and in 
the fall of that same year was appointed 
as co-coordinator of Loretto Center in 
St. Louis. She served in this capacity 
and later as one of the center’s team coordinators 
until 2008.

Sister Rosemary moved from St. Louis to 
Loretto Motherhouse Infirmary in 2016, 
where she carried out a ministry of prayer and 
volunteer service to the Loretto Community 
until her death. She was buried in the Loretto 
Motherhouse Cemetery. Sister Rosemary was 
preceded in death by her parents and her three 

siblings, Anthony Grawer, Loretto Sister Alvera 
(formerly Sister Catherine Albert) Grawer and 
Loretto Co-member Dolores Grawer. Among 
survivors are her nephew Rich (Theresa) Grawer 
and niece Patricia (Edward) Olander, of St. Louis.

Memorials in Sister Rosemary’s name may 
be sent to the Loretto Community, care of 
the Loretto Development Office, 4000 S. 
Wadsworth Blvd., Littleton, CO 80123-1308.

Obituaries
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The Wyoming Catholic Register is now accepting ads for future issues!  Purchase one, or 
save up to $300 by purchasing a whole year of ads!*  Contact Denise Hawkins for more 
details. dhawkins@dioceseofcheyenne.org or 307-638-1530.

* One year = 4 ads, one per issue. 
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 10 Days / 8 Nights        September 26 - October 5, 2020 
 

 

The Diocese of Cheyenne Presents: 
 

A Pilgrimage to the Oberammergau Passion Play 
 

Including Germany, Switzerland & Liechtenstein! 
 

 

Hosted by: 
 

    The Most Rev. Steven Biegler, DD, STL  
Spiritual Director 

 
Fr. Thomas Cronkleton, Jr. 

Pilgrimage Host 
 

Tour Price from Denver: $2,558 

Diocesan Pilgrimage Fee: $180 
 

Register TODAY! https://bit.ly/2NUuvIT 
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This program provides safe, confidential and sacred space 
as you become a spiritual director. Integrate your new skills in your 

current ministry or life work.

Global Online Contact: 
Sister Mary Colleen Schwarz, OSB; 
Global Online Coordinator
smarycolleen@benethillmonastery.org  
(719) 633-0655 Ext. 134

GLOBAL ONLINE BENEDICTINE SPIRITUAL DIRECTION PROGRAM
January 2019 through August 2019

Apply today! 
Together we walk 

into the future 
with renewed hope

 in possibilities 
and new beginnings! 

Sister Mary Colleen Schwarz, OSB 
is coordinator of the Global Online 
Benedictine Spiritual Direction 
Program. Her passion to spread the 
Benedictine values to the world 
through technology began in 2007. 
Her vision has resulted in many 
individuals experiencing personal 
spiritual transformation through a 
deeper knowing of the Divine and 
self.

“We have learned a new way of living 
in the world, through awareness, 

and to see with God’s eyes, 
to hear with God’s ears, 

and to love with God’s heart.”
                           -Graduate of Benedictine Spiritual Direction Program

Visit our website to learn more:
www.benethillmonastery.org 
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Not pictured: Fr. Tom Cronkleton, Jeff Nieters, Tammy Skala


